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This document outlines how some of the changes will affect your 
work, as well as Hager’s solutions to help you comply with the new 
rules. This is a guide and does not cover all the changes to the 
rules. For a complete understanding please refer to the  
AS/NZS 3000:2018 Wiring Rules once they are published. 

Wiring Rules: 
What you need to know

At Hager, we will support you with 
the very best products, solutions and 
services.  We are constantly evolving and 
improving: working on better products 
and innovative technologies to make 
your work easier and your customers’ 
lives safer and more comfortable.

What’s  
changing?
Standards Australia’s  
AS/NZS 3000:2018 Wiring Rules 
govern all electrical work and 
you must comply with them. 

The rules are changed to 
improve safety, and reflect new 
technologies and products. 

An updated version will be 
published in late June 2018.  

The changes mean you will need 
to complete some work differently.  
Some jobs will take longer, some 
will cost more and some will 
require a different product.

  

What is the 
impact to my 
business? 
We consulted electricians across 
Australia to understand how the 
changes will affect different jobs.  

An extract of the results are 
included in this document to 
help guide you as you work 
according to the new rules.
  

How can I 
learn more? 
As well as this information 
booklet, Hager has produced 
various materials to help you 
understand the changes and 
communicate them to customers. 

Our team is also available to 
talk you through the changes.
For more information please visit:  
hagerelectro.com.au/wiringrules 
or call 1300 850 253



The Wiring Rules change  
is an opportunity
The changes will improve safety. They offer an opportunity 
for you to use high quality products which deliver 
better outcomes for your customers and adopt better 
installation practices. Some jobs will take longer, meaning 
more work and higher returns for your business.

Working on residential? The changes affect 
you and your customers the most – increasing 
the overall cost by up to 30%.  Prepare for 
the challenge and the opportunities.

- Cost of supplying RCD 
protection in lieu of MCBs 
can increase overall board 
material costs by up to 50%

- Switchboard fit out time 
may also increase

- Cost increase up to 30%
- Time increase up to 30%

- Changes affect all light and 
power circuits up to 32A

- Other circuits need 
to be assessed

- Cost to comply increase 20%

CommercialExisting homeNew home
 15%  30%  20%



New homes

Single phase Three phase

Best solution
 All sub-circuits protected by RCBOs
 Fast installation - all devices on one busbar

 Smallest footprint using single module RCBOs
 Individual sub-circuit protection - no risk of loss 
of supply to multiple sub-circuits.

Additional RCD protection

Single phase Three phase

 RCBOs utilised to protect stove, hot water and air 
conditioning instead of MCBs without RCD protection

MCB without 
RCD protection

1mod 30mA 
RCBO

MCB without 
RCD protection

4P 30mA 
RCBO

ALL final sub-circuits must be 
protected by a 30mA RCD, 
without exception (2.6.3.2.2).
This means you will need to install 
RCDs on cook tops, hot water 
systems, and air con units. 

For some installations the cost of 
materials will automatically increase 
significantly. Compact products will 
be required to minimise the impact 
on the size of the switchboard.



Existing homes

Repairs
Like for like replacement

Replacement

RCD protection shall be provided 
as per clause 2.6.3.2.2 where 
any alteration to a sub-circuit 
is undertaken or a switchboard 
replaced (2.6.3.2.5). 
When an existing fitting is replaced 
by a ‘like for like’ fitting, no additional 
RCD is required (2.6.3.2.6). 

This means if you’re working on 
a renovation, additional RCD 
protection is likely to be required.  In 
some cases, rewiring of the circuit 
will add a significant time cost.

Alterations and additions

Switchboard replacement

Additional 
RCD 
protection

Additional

Where socket-outlets are added 
to an existing sub-circuit, RCD 
protection need only be fitted at the 
commencement of the additional wiring.

Additional 
RCD 
protection



Commercial
30mA RCDs shall be provided for 
all socket outlets or lighting final 
sub-circuits up to 32A and for fixed 
wired electrical equipment up to 
32A that may represent a risk of 
electric shock (2.6.3.2.3). For other 
fixed wired electrical equipment, 
30mA RCDs should be installed. 

This means on commercial projects, 
RCDs will also be required for most 
sub-circuits. You will need to factor 
this into your work and conduct 
a risk assessment to ensure you 
deliver a fully compliant installation.   

invicta 
6kA panelboards

performa 
6kA-10kA panelboards

- 1mod 30mA RCBO 
- MCB + RCD 30mA Add-On Block

- Longbody 30mA RCBOs 
- MCB + RCD 30mA Add-On Block

 Smallest footprint on chassis  The RCD Add-On Block turns any 
breaker up to 63A into an RCBO.



The changes will make a big difference 
to how you complete your work, so 
before quoting a job ask yourself:
- What new rules do I need to comply with?
- Will I need more time to complete the 

job and comply with the new rules?
- Will I need to use a different product 

to comply with the new rules? 
- Will this make the job more expensive? 

Do you have  
more questions?

What requirements apply when 
a new circuit is installed?
All the requirements of  
AS/NZS 3000:2018 apply including 
safety switches protection.

Does the addition of a 
socket–outlet require safety 
switch protection?
Yes - 30mA RCD protection 
shall be provided where any 
alteration to an existing final 
sub-circuit is undertaken.

Can a socket–outlet added to 
an existing circuit be protected 
by an RCD incorporated 
into the socket–outlet?
Yes, although it is preferable to 
locate the RCD in the switchboard 
to protect the complete circuit rather 
than installing an RCD that protects 
only the individual socket-outlet. 

Does the addition of a device 
to an existing lighting circuit 
without RCD protection need 
to be protected by an RCD? 
Yes, this is an alteration to the original 
circuit. Addition of devices such as 
combination fan, light and heater 
unit or an exhaust ceiling fan or a 
smoke detector or a ceiling sweep 
fan (with an unswitched socket outlet) 
must be protected by an RCD.

Does the replacement of an 
exhaust fan require safety 
switch protection?
30mA RCD’s need not be installed 
where a single item of electrical 
equipment, that is not RCD protected, 
is replaced with an equivalent 
item in the same location. If the 
equipment is protected by fuse or 
MCB they can remain. Although we 
recommended for safety to make 
sure all circuits are RCD protected.  

Is the replacement of an 
item of electrical equipment 
considered a repair?
Yes. Provided it does not alter the 
characteristics of the circuit.

Can I replace a switchboard 
like for like?
No. Where ALL of the circuit 
protection on a switchboard is 
replaced, additional protection by 
RCDs shall be provided for the final 
sub-circuits supplied from that 
switchboard. It is most likely that 
the switchboard being replaced 
will have at best only the light and 
power-outlet circuits protected.

When selecting a Hager product you 
have the reassurance that the device 
is fully compliant to the latest product 
requirements referenced in the rules.



Want more 
information?

Visit us at  
hagerelectro.com.au/wiringrules

Speak to your local Hager representative 
about our wiring rules brochure and 
our end-user brochure to help you 
explain the rules to your customers. 

Or look out for the adjacent flyer for details 
about how to attend one of our events that 
will be happening in a town near you.


